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We remain interested in your feedback, thoughts and ideas on 
conservation and sustainability.  Check out our Facebook and Twitter 

sites and help spread the green! 

Senate Approves Clean Energy 
Jobs and American Power Act
On November 5, the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee approved the Clean Energy Jobs and American 
Power Act which outlines several important water efficiency 
provisions. The bill contains language which authorizes 
WaterSense as a means of supporting federal agencies to 
make water-efficient procurement decisions in a cost 
effective manner, and additionally, authorizes grants offering 
incentives to consumers who purchase and install water 
efficient products and services such as those labeled under 
the WaterSense program. 

For more information regarding this exciting development, 
please visit the Alliance for Water Efficiency’s website at 
http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/EPW-Approved-
S1733.aspx. 
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As a result of a recent meeting with the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California (MWDSC), Acequia’s 
Founder, Kenneth Cook, was invited to accompany Mr. Tim 
Brick (Chairman of the Board MWDSC) alongside a select 
group of water specialists from around the world on a study 
tour of climate shift and drought issues in Australia from 
November 9 - 20.   

Australia is the world’s foremost drought stricken continent 
(12th year of drought).  The Australian Trade Commission's 
objective is to facilitate strong linkages between Australia 
and the United States through the comprehensive water 
tour – for experts by experts – offering a unique opportunity 
to experience Australia's approach to urban and rural water 
supplies, wastewater reuse, asset management, 
conservation, water pricing, trading mechanisms and 
irrigation redevelopment.  Stay tuned for more details in 
our December newsletter!

Join us at the Irrigation 
Association’s Annual Trade Show 
The IA’s annual trade show is right around the corner.  As a part 
of the Water Management Technical Sessions, Kenneth Cook will 
present “Prelude to Change: Defining Roles in Landscape Water 
Management” on Friday, December 4 in San Antonio.  His 
presentation is the culmination of observations and life-
experience in the highly fragmented irrigation industry and the 
story of Acequia’s true mission and role in it. This presentation will 
focus on the missing link in landscape irrigation water 
management and sustaining our living landscapes with a newly 
evolving industry focused on water management.  

The Acequia team hopes to see you all at the show!  For show 
details, please visit http://www.irrigationshow.org. 

Monthly Client Spotlight 
The Verano at The Domain

Benchmark Landscapes
Managed by Trinity Property Consultants, The Verano at The 
Domain was built in 2008 and features 400 luxury style 
apartments.  This apartment community is located across the 
street from the prestigious Domain shopping area in Austin, 
Texas.  To date, The Verano at The Domain has saved nearly 
24,000,000 gallons of water using Acequia’s performance based 
irrigation management solution. 

Benchmark Landscapes (Austin, TX) is a landscape design, 
construction and maintenance business that currently manages 
this property’s landscape needs.  Benchmark Landscapes is a 
new strategic marketing partner of Acequia. 

Americ an Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) Turns Water into Money 
Upon being signed into law last February, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) allows for billions of 
dollars to be allotted towards clean and drinking water 
infrastructure improvements: $4 billion via the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) program and $2 billion for the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) complement. 

As a key criterion for selecting projects, 20 percent of the 
approved funds under this act (i.e. $1.2 billion) must be 
invested in high-priority “green infrastructure improvements” for 
water and/or energy efficiency.  Additional projects listed as 
“Green Project Reserve” are deemed so desirable that funding 
requests are pre-approved without review.  The EPA 
anticipates that water or energy efficiency projects will likely be 
the focus of the Green Project Reserve under the DWSRF, 
specifically the use of improved technologies and practices to 
deliver equal or enhanced services with less water. 

For more information regarding the ARRA, funding 
opportunities and what to expect in 2010, please check out the 
October 2009 edition of Water Efficiency Magazine at 
http://www.waterefficiency.net/september-october-2009/its-
raining-money.aspx

Interested in subscribing to our monthly newsletter? 
Send us a blank E-mail to conservation-news@acequia.com.


