
Australia Delegate Tour Follow Up  
Kenneth Cook, Acequia's CEO and Managing Partner, just 
returned from a Water Issues and Capability Study Tour in 
Australia as part of an American Delegation invited by the 
Australian Trade Commission.  While there, the delegates 
spent time in Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and Canberra 
visiting various facilities and sites highlighting Australia's 
innovative climate change driven water initiatives and 
meeting with numerous state officials and water experts.  

Watch for our upcoming webinar in January where Kenneth 
will provide a recap of this extremely interesting and 
educational tour.
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Sustainable Landscape Guidelines 
The Sustainable Sites Initiative (SSI) – led by the American 
Society of Landscape Architects, U.S. Botanic Garden and 
Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center – released guidelines 
that call for a 50 percent reduction of potable water used for 
landscape irrigation.  The Irrigation Association is also 
working with SSI representatives to develop a consistent, 
science-based approach on effective use of water resources 
– determining those that have a positive impact for the 
environment and irrigation industry. 

Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks 2009 is 
expected to complement the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
LEED program.  For more information regarding these 
guidelines and to download the report, click here 
http://www.sustainablesites.org/report/

December 2009 

A new white paper published by Building Design+Construction
highlights the lack of significant water conservation opportunities in 
the U.S. green building movement with regards to rainwater 
catchment and reuse.

The report titled “Green Buildings + Water Performance” discusses 
how more water is consumed for landscape irrigation and cooling 
towers than is used for inside homes.  Rainwater harvesting systems 
may be the next big thing in water conservation and efficiency and 
are a key component of LEED from the U.S. Green Building Council. 

For more information regarding this report and how your business 
can benefit, please check out the December 2009 edition of Water 
Efficiency Magazine at http://www.waterefficiency.net/the-
latest/skyharvester-green-rainwater.aspx. 

Get in the Holiday Spirit of Giving Back 
Join Acequia in our mission to protect our precious natural 
resources and green environment.  There are endless 
opportunities for your business and team members to get 
involved and have fun in environmental stewardship.   

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) 
makes it easy with a search engine that supplies a variety of 
stewardship opportunities in your area.  Click on the following link 
to start making a difference today.  
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opei/stewardship.nsf/Pages/SearchPage
BusInst.html?Open&Businesses and Institutions

Monthly Client Spotlight 
Village Green  
www.villagegreen.com

Village Green property management supports green building and 
sustainable practices such as green rooftops, recycling, transit-
oriented developments, use of non-toxic operating supplies and 
environmentally friendly construction materials.   

As a new client, Village Green has been working closely with 
Acequia on water efficiency and conservation measures for their 
Stonegate luxury apartment community in Austin, Texas.  To 
date, this partnership has resulted in a total water savings of 
almost 9.5 million gallons of water. 

Webinars for Your Team and Business
Join Kenneth Cook, Acequia’s Founder and CEO, for informative 
weekly webinars addressing trends and best practices in water 
efficiency and conservation as related to the professional landscape 
and irrigation industry as well as working with government 
funded incentives for your business. 

January 13 at 1:00pm CST – Prelude to Change 
This presentation will focus on the missing link in landscape 
irrigation water management and sustaining our living landscapes 
with a newly evolving industry focused on effective, measurable 
water management. 

Please add the following GoToMeeting information to your calendar to join: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/432876312
Dial (215) 383-1008 
Access Code: 432-876-312 

Other Upcoming Webinars: 
January 20 – Australia Climate Change and Drought Tour 
January 27 – Turn Water into Money (LEED, ARRA)

Interested in subscribing to our monthly newsletter? 
Send us a blank E-mail to conservation-news@acequia.com.

Our team wishes you 
and your family a 

safe and joyous 
holiday season. 


